
Botswana is the most expensive safari country 
Because of the government’s focus on high-quality, 

high-cost lodges. it is not without reason as it offers 
fantastic game viewing and the privilege of Being part of—

and even sleeping within—an elephant herd 

By Cheryl Tiu 
Photos courtesy of AsiA To AfriCA sAfAris 

And Wilderness sAfAris

The pride of �fr�c�
Botswana has the largest elephant 

population in Africa. During the dry season, 
they sojourn on the Linyati River



T R A V E L

It Is a tIny, sIx-seater Cessna 
210 that takes passengers to 
kasane, a northeastern town 
In Botswana that serves as 
regIonal ImmIgratIon for the 
safarIs from the neIghBorIng 
CountrIes of ZamBIa, ZImBaBwe 
and namIBIa. apart from being the 
point in africa where the four countries 
almost meet, it also made headlines in 1975 
when elizabeth taylor and richard Burton 
remarried there. while bush planes are 
the norm in any safari country, the ones 
in Botswana are extra small serving low 
volume tourists for exclusivity.

large tracts of land in the country had 
been passionately conserved for wildlife. 
prior to its independence in 1966, Botswana 
was relatively unexplored. when diamonds 
were discovered, the country developed a 
high-quality, low-volume tourism in order 
to employ a majority of the population 
while still preserving the environment. 
nearly 40 percent of the country has been 
set aside for wildlife, which today has made 
it a top safari destination. 

two big rivers, the okavango delta 
and the Chobe river, keep the animals in 
the country all year round, most especially 
the Big five (lions, elephants, buffalos, 
rhinoceros and leopards). It is the most 
expensive safari country in the continent 
because of the government’s policy which 
focuses on high-quality, high-cost lodges 
in order to attract a small numbers of 
high-paying guests. despite the prices, 
camps can be fully booked up to a year in 
advance, because of the once in a lifetime 
experiences on offer.

The LinyaTi
Customized itineraries from asia to 

Africa Safaris, the first bespoke safari 
specialists in asia founded by filipinos, 
former investment bankers Jose “lit” 
Cortes and victor “Binky” dizon, will 
often have journeys through camps in the 
linyati reserve and okavango delta for a 
more extended wildlife viewing. 

the linyati, one of Botswana’s high 
end private reserves owned by luxury 
operator wilderness safari, is located 
just the west of the savute marsh area 
of the Chobe national park. predators, 
from large prides of lions to the critically 
endangered wild dogs (there are only 3000 
of them left), as well as leopard-spotted 
hyenas, cheetahs, zebras, antelopes, 
elephants and buffalos, are commonly 
seen during game drives. the fact that the 
reserve is private and open only to guests 
staying at wilderness safaris’ camps 
allows for unlimited activities like day 
and night game drives, walking safaris, 
boating on the Queen sylvia on the linyati 
River, and fishing.

FiT For a King
arriving at the airstrip at king’s 

pool, another 45-minute bush plane ride 
from kasane, the friendly staff awaits 
with personalized wilderness safaris 
water thermoses, the most important 
refreshment during game drives under 
the afternoon sun. king’s pool is a premier 
camp, the highest level in the portfolio. 
named for scandinavian royalty, the 
lounge area looks out to a picturesque 
oxbow lagoon, where over a cup of coffee 
or high tea, elephants can be seen grazing 
before jumping into the water. 

each of the nine well-appointed 
rooms of canvas and thatch lead to their 
own veranda looking out to the lagoon, 
complete with a private plunge pool, a 
sun-lounger and a sala. the all-inclusive 
minibar has simple yet thoughtful details, 
like a jar of lemon slices, to go with the 
bottles of sparkling water, and snacks 
like chocolates, nuts and the local marula 
candy in case hunger pangs strike late at 
night. By the work desk, there are multi 
sockets already installed so guests don’t 

Bird life is excellent year 
round and the Linyati 

raptor is one of the well-
represented species

Sundowners in the 
wilderness are some 
of the most beautiful 
moments during a safari

The main lounge at King's Pool 
looks out to a picturesque oxbow 
lagoon, often with views of 
elephants jumping to the waters

King's Pool nine well-appointed 
rooms made of canvas and 

thatch, each lead to their own 
veranda complete with a plunge 

pool, sun-lounger and a sala

The beautiful 
African sunset

Botswana is one of only 
seven countries with a lion 

population of 1000

A giraffe gracefully 
crossing the Linyati

The wild dogs 
are the most 
endangered 
carnivores in 
Botswana, with 
only 3000 of 
them left

Leopard of the Linyati
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T R A V E L

Asia to Africa organizes 
customized itineraries from 
Manila to Botswana and other 
partner camps around Africa. For 
inquiries, phone (2) 812 2728, email 
<enquiry@atoasafaris.com>, or visit 
<atoasafaris.com>

Cathay Pacific flies directly from 
Hong Kong to Johannesburg. For 
more information, phone (02) 757 
0888 or visit <cathaypacific.com>

For more exclusive images of this 
travel story, follow Lifestyle Asia’s 
official account on <instagram.
com/ Lifestyle_Asia>

need to look for an adaptor. the large 
bathrooms have his-and-hers basins, 
and both an indoor and outdoor shower. 
vetiver sprays are also on hand to ensure 
fresh-smelling rooms all day. 

sundowners are some of the most 
beautiful moments at camp. with a 
glass of wine or amarula on hand, it 
is a mesmerizing sight—every single 
time—to watch the african sun turn into 
a red yolk before enveloping the entire 
skyline into a beautiful orange-pink and 
then disappearing behind the horizon. 
dinners at camp are mostly western but 
requests for local cuisine can be made. 
often, popular local dishes like beef seswaa 
(stewed beef), morogo (sautéed spinach) 
and papa (thick, cornmeal porridge similar 
to polenta) will be served.  

It is important to remember not to 
walk around at night unescorted as 

hippopoti (the number two killers in 
africa, next to mosquitoes) often walk 
through the camp to graze, and then back 
into the waters in the morning. 

The Vanishing riVer 
ThaT reappeared

wilderness safaris’ two other camps 
are classic (generally tented camps), which 
can be accessed by vehicle ride from each 
other. savuti Camp has seven tents that 
face the savute Channel, which for many 
years was a dry, wide-open ribbon of 
grassland snaking through the adjoining 
woodland. It was only in 2008 when the 
waters returned, and abundant game 
congregated and adapted in its wake. the 
camp is elevated off the ground, allowing 
front row seats to the transformed 
channel, often dubbed as the “vanishing 
river that reappeared.”

the newest and most stylish camp is 
duma tau, a classic camp with 10 tents 
that can be accessed through elevated 
walkways. set on a lagoon on the linyati 
river, the architecture is both eco-friendly 
and creative, such as using ropes to hang 
the toilet paper in each en-suite bathroom 
to antique-looking chests as tabletops. the 
main lodge area has a long communal 
dining table, an assortment of beautiful 
antique-looking armchairs and sofas looking 
out to sweeping river views, and a walkway 
to the communal fire pit which sits on 
the water, which has the best views of the 
african sunrise and sunset. 

pauL aLLen’s abu 
the okavango delta is about a 

40-minute flight from Linyati. It is a 
wondrous wetland that receives its 
water from rain falling over a thousand 
kilometers away sustaining a huge 
diversity of fauna and flora. Abu Camp, 
set on a 500,000-acre private concession, 
is a favorite. owned by microsoft co-
founder paul allen (and managed by 
wilderness safaris), it is the only camp 
in Botswana with wi-fi—of course, 
with mr. allen’s intervention. here, the 
elephants are king, as Botswana is known 
to have the highest number of elephants 
in africa, and the okavango delta is 
home to about 30,000, six of which are 
nursed and taken care of at abu. 

the camp has one of the most number 
of activities—seven, including the game 
and night drives, and walking safaris—
and of course, the elephant activities. It is 
known all over africa as the place to ride 
african elephants. they are offered on 
two of the elder ones, kathy and sherini, 
for up to an hour and a half. there are a 
few interesting (and sad) trivia about the 
earth’s largest land mammals: most of 
them lose their teeth when they are about 
50 to 55 years old, and this is important to 
them because elephants’ digestive systems 
are poor and can only digest 40 percent of 
what they eat. this is also the reason why 
they stop and eat all day. when elephants 
lose their molars, they can no longer digest 
the food, and their sustenance last them 
only a life of 10 to 15 years from then on. 

walking with the elephants is 
another activity—and a way to get 
exercise. Closed shoes and pants are 
recommended as some of the swamp 
grasses are high and the delta can be a 
bit muddy. perhaps the most relaxing 
and peaceful activity is a ride on the 
makoro, a canoe that glides along the 
shallow water of the delta with the use 
of a pole. sometimes the guide will pick 

from the philippines 
to botswana

up a daylily and turn it into 
a necklace as a souvenir. 
for faster boat rides into the 
more daring waters where 
the hippos tread, a speed boat 
alternative is on hand. 

sLeeping wiTh 
The eLephanTs

the six spacious rooms 
are a combination of canvas-
and-beam structures that are 
part-tent, part-cabin, with 
king sized beds, wingback 
armchairs and steamer trunks 
as decors. views look out to 
a tranquil lagoon, shaded by 
hardwood trees. apart from 
the spacious indoor bathroom, 
a glass door opens to a deck 
with an outdoor tub, a tranquil 
space to soak up the place. 

the most special 
experience, however, is falling 
asleep with the elephant herd. 
abu has a star Bed, a sleep 
out deck that overlooks the 

elephant boma. underneath 
just the safety of a mosquito 
net, stargazing up to the 
peaceful african evening sky, 
it is not difficult to drift off to  
peaceful slumber with the low 
rumblings of the elephants, 
whispering goodnight to one 
another in their own boma 
below. they say that elephants 
never forget. But in this case, 
the memories made with them 
will never be forgotten. 

A hippo yawning 

Each one of the six canvas-and-
beam  rooms at the Abu have 

king-sized beds, wingback chairs 
and steamer trunks as decors

The most special experience 
at Abu is the Star Bed, where 

guests can sleep on a deck with 
just the safety of a mosquito net, 

overlooking the elephant bona

Asia to Africa Safaris co-founder 
Jose Cortes III next to a meerkat 

Makgadikgadi Pans in the 
Kalahari Desert

Newlyweds Wesley and Claudine 
Cobankiat savor the African sunset on 
the makoro at the Vumbura Plains in 
the Okavango Delta

Loralee and Marc Soong 
at Chitabe Camp

Marc Soong  gets a 
surprise visitor in Xigera 
Camp in Botswana

More and more Filipinos are making Botswana their safari destination 
with Asia to Africa Safaris

The author Cheryl Tiu on the 
makoro with the daylilly turned 
into a necklace by her guide

The author Cheryl Tiu and 
Christine Dayrit riding 

Kathy the elephant in Abu 
Camp in Botswana

Christine Dayrit 
with Baby Naladi 
in Abu Camp

Kitty Cortes with meerkats 
at Jack's Camp at 

Makgadikgadi Pans

Duma Tau's eco-friendly and stylish 
interiors has put it on Condé Nast 

Traveller's Hot List as one of the 
best hotels in the world and one of 
National Geographic Traveler's 25 

Best Eco Lodges for 2013
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